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Introduction

The anthropological study of youth began as part of broader inquiries about life cycle, ritual, personhood, and generation (e.g.,
Margaret Mead’s 1952 classic Coming of Age in Samoa). Such early studies were generally interested in childhood and adolescence
insofar as they offered further insight about a society and adult notions of personhood. “Youth culture,” the term widely used in
academic and popular circles today, emerged in the 1950s and 1960s as a post–World War II phenomenon in the United States,
Canada, and western Europe. A product of extended secondary schooling, delayed entry into the workforce, and the proliferation of
consumer culture, youth culture has taken multiple forms with unique trajectories. Youth culture studies now include children, teenagers,
and young people in their twenties, and have placed these individuals at the center of the inquiry, rather than as a liminal period before
adulthood. This shift has led to productive understandings of broader anthropological questions of interest—such as race, gender,
sexuality, class, globalization, modernity, education, and cultural production—while it also shows how youth action is a site of agency,
resistance, identity construction, and social change. Scholarship examining style, adornment, and identity construction has made
excellent use of the concept of subculture, while practice-based models have further considered the significance of leisure activity, such
as consumption of media, commodities, and digital technologies, in young lives. Several other prominent areas have emerged,
including childhood and socialization; psychologically informed approaches to child development; schooling as a lens to dynamics of
race, gender, and class formation; and language use, identity, and subjectivity. In the past two decades or so, increased emphasis on
the ways in which youth mediate globalization, modernity, migration, and transnationalism have come to the fore, as have studies that
foreground issues of activism and politics. The potential of youth to be the initiators of social change, however measured, has been
productively explored; so too have the struggles of youth as they cope with racism, poverty, abuse, violence, armed conflict, and other
social ills. Methodologically, anthropological work on youth is marked by long-term, rigorous fieldwork using ethnographic and
sometimes sociolinguistic approaches, and this in situ fieldwork has led to substantive insights about identity and subjectivity, while also
attending to history and political economy. Such research has enabled youth to be regarded as significant contributors to the social
worlds in which they operate, as well as how they may be poised to inherit and transform these worlds.

Theoretical Interventions

The shift to move youth from the margins to the center of anthropological inquiry has been a slow process. Still somewhat sidelined in
the discipline overall, as Hirschfeld 2002 notes, theoretical interventions via review articles that define youth as a field of study help give
it more of a presence. For instance, Bucholtz 2002 looks at youth culture with a practice-based approach that also considers language
use. Korbin 2003 considers childhoods with violence, and Levine 2007 covers numerous contours and debates of this field. Revising
approaches to theorizing youth, such as Durham 2004, and considering issues of methodology and representation as shown in Best
2007, keep critical focus on this field of inquiry. Sloan 2007 turns a focus on minority youth in particular (see also Shankar 2011 cited
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under Linguistic Style and Slang). Undoing misconceptions about the ways that youth have been assessed in schools is also of major
concern, especially to those working on the anthropology of education (see McDermott and Hall 2007, as well as the citations under
Schooling and Education).

Best, Amy, ed. 2007. Representing youth: Methodological issues in critical youth studies. New York: New York Univ. Press.

A thoughtful collection of essays that examine the benefits and challenges of doing ethnographic fieldwork with children and youth.

Bucholtz, Mary. 2002. Youth and cultural practice. Annual Review of Anthropology 31:525–552.

This review article offers in-depth coverage of about three decades of youth culture studies. It establishes the work of the Centre for
Contemporary Cultural Studies in the 1970s as setting the stage for a practice-based approach, and draws in more recent work from
anthropology and related fields.

Durham, Deborah. 2004. Disappearing youth: Youth as a social shifter in Botswana. American Ethnologist 31.4: 589–605.

Argues that youth should be considered less as a fixed category and more as a set of shifting relationships, and thus as a “shifter” in
the indexical sense of indirectly pointing to broader social meanings.

Hirschfeld, Lawrence A. 2002. Why don’t anthropologists like children? American Anthropologist 104.2: 611–627.

Those working on youth culture may find the title question to ring true, as anthropology has largely marginalized youth as a legitimate
field of inquiry and instead considered them primarily as a precursor to adulthood. This article offers reasons for these theoretical and
ethnographic gaps and critiques anthropology’s overwhelming emphasis on adults.

Korbin, Jill E. 2003. Children, childhoods, and violence. Annual Review of Anthropology 32:431–446.

An overview of numerous types of violence children face and are recruited into, including armed conflict, bullying, abuse, violent rituals,
and neglect. Also considers the violent behavior of youth as a form of agency.

Levine, Robert A. 2007. Ethnographic studies of childhood: A historical overview. American Anthropologist 109.2: 247–260.

A survey of approaches from Mead and Malinowski to twenty-first contemporary ethnography of children, with an emphasis on
developmental and psychological perspectives.

McDermott, Ray, and Kathleen D. Hall. 2007. Scientifically debased research on learning, 1854–2006. Anthropology &
Education Quarterly 38.1: 9–19.

This intervention documents problematic classroom practices, testing, and teacher training brought about by the No Child Left Behind
Act, and calls for less standardized testing and more individual case studies.
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Sloan, Kris. 2007. High-stakes accountability, minority youth, and ethnography: Assessing the multiple effects. Anthropology
& Education Quarterly 38.1: 24–41.

Illustrates the value of ethnography in offering a counterpoint to dominant perspectives on minority youth schooling, including
curriculum, pedagogy, and student experiences.

Intergenerational Relationships

Generation persists as an important organizational category in anthropology. Understanding changes across time, as well as how the
category of youth is defined across cultural contexts, is the central concerns of much of this literature. Significant here is the fact that
these studies do not discount the liminal nature of childhood and adolescence, but rather situate this uncertainty in a more youth-
focused examination.

Generation

Some works trace major shifts in youth cultural formations over time. Austin and Willard 1998 comprises a wide range of accounts of
youth cultures that have emerged in different locations for brief periods. Amit-Talai and Wulff 1995 (cited under Modernity and
Globalization) paved the way for other works, such as Cole and Durham 2008, that have systematically addressed anthropology’s
current work on generation. Lee and Zhou 2004 offers a sociological look at Asian American youth culture, and Shankar 2011 reviews
Asian American language use from an anthropological perspective. Also looking at language in the context of migration, Fader 2009
studies gendered Hasidic youth culture in Brooklyn, New York.

Austin, Joe, and Michael Nevin Willard. 1998. Generations of youth: Youth cultures and history in twentieth-century America.
New York: New York Univ. Press.

A sweeping collection of essays, many from the prewar and interwar period of the early 20th century. Traces the emergence of identity
in a variety of subcultures and social worlds, and also considers emerging formations of ethnicity, sexuality, and class.

Cole, Jennifer, and Deborah Durham, eds. 2008. Generations and globalization: Youth, age, and family in the new world
economy. Bloomington: Indiana Univ. Press.

Not limited to youth, but certainly addressing it a main focus, this collection complicates notions of generation and considers cross-
cultural variation in a globalizing world. The very notion of generation is problematized in productive ways and nicely exemplified
through a variety of case studies.

Fader, Ayala. 2009. Mitzvah girls: Bringing up the next generation of Hasidic Jews in Brooklyn. Princeton, NJ: Princeton Univ.
Press.

A complex and thoughtful account of the socialization of Hasidic girls through language and religion. Skillfully combining linguistic and
cultural analysis, this ethnography presents rich ethnography and analysis.

http://www.oxfordbibliographies.com.turing.library.northwestern.edu/view/document/obo-9780199766567/obo-9780199766567-0081.xml#obo-9780199766567-0081-bibItem-0009
http://www.oxfordbibliographies.com.turing.library.northwestern.edu/view/document/obo-9780199766567/obo-9780199766567-0081.xml#obo-9780199766567-0081-bibItem-0074
http://www.oxfordbibliographies.com.turing.library.northwestern.edu/view/document/obo-9780199766567/obo-9780199766567-0081.xml?rskey=OP4Hdx&result=121&print#obo-9780199766567-0081-div1-0011
http://www.oxfordbibliographies.com.turing.library.northwestern.edu/view/document/obo-9780199766567/obo-9780199766567-0081.xml#obo-9780199766567-0081-bibItem-0010
http://www.oxfordbibliographies.com.turing.library.northwestern.edu/view/document/obo-9780199766567/obo-9780199766567-0081.xml#obo-9780199766567-0081-bibItem-0012
http://www.oxfordbibliographies.com.turing.library.northwestern.edu/view/document/obo-9780199766567/obo-9780199766567-0081.xml#obo-9780199766567-0081-bibItem-0013
http://www.oxfordbibliographies.com.turing.library.northwestern.edu/view/document/obo-9780199766567/obo-9780199766567-0081.xml#obo-9780199766567-0081-bibItem-0011


11/10/15, 2:06 PMYouth Culture - Anthropology - Oxford Bibliographies

Page 4 of 22http://www.oxfordbibliographies.com.turing.library.northwestern.edu/view/…o-9780199766567/obo-9780199766567-0081.xml?rskey=OP4Hdx&result=121&print

Lee, Jennifer, and Min Zhou, eds. 2004. Asian American youth: Culture, identity, and ethnicity. New York: Routledge.

The first collection of its kind, but by no means comprehensive. Presents primarily sociological viewpoints on Asian American youth
acculturation and assimilation, but does challenge the use of conventional categories and terms through qualitative analysis.

Shankar, Shalini. 2011. Asian American youth language use: Perspectives across schools and communities. In Special issue:
Youth cultures, language, and literacy. Edited by Stanton Wortham. Review of Research in Education, 35.1: 1–28.

Complicating standard notions of immigrant generation, this review article takes a practice-based approach to consider language shift
and bilingual practice across immigrant generations.

Life-Cycle Shifts

Intergenerational transmission of cultural knowledge, ritual, and tradition is evident in formalized ways, as shown in Argenti 2002.
Berliner 2005 shows how youth are the subjects of religious and spiritual socialization and knowledge transmission. Dole and Csordas
2003 illustrates that youth may feel conflicted as they balance changing notions of modernity and shifting formations of labor with
centuries of embodied practice. Elders can also called upon to formally discipline youth, as Perry 2009 illustrates, in contradictory and
problematic ways.

Argenti, Nicolas. 2002. People of the Chisel: Apprenticeship, youth, and elites in Oku (Cameroon). American Ethnologist 29.3:
497–533.

Provides a contemporary perspective on the master-apprentice relationship that considers differences between elites and non-elites to
expose processes of modernity and class-based shifts.

Berliner, David. 2005. An “impossible” transmission: Youth religious memories in Guinea–Conakry. American Ethnologist
32.4: 576–592.

Reconsiders the concept of agency vis-à-vis religious heritage and the transmission of intergenerational knowledge of Islam.

Dole, Christopher and Thomas J. Csordas. 2003. Trials of Navajo youth: Identity, healing, and the struggle for maturity. Ethos
31.3: 357–384.

Contrasts life on and off the Navajo reservation to consider the social worlds youth traverse to negotiate identity and navigate tradition.

Perry, Donna L. 2009. Fathers, sons, and the state: Discipline and punishment in a Wolof Hinterland. Cultural Anthropology
24.1: 33–67.

Traces the rural Senegalese practice of elders physically punishing rebellious youth, and questions the ideological underpinnings that
justify this violence culturally. Analyzes how these contradictions are furthered in the context of rural-urban migration patterns, the
power of the state, and the persistence of tradition.
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Young Children

Young children, once relegated as background actors or left to other disciplines such as sociology and psychology, have come front and
center in anthropology. Understanding children as humans worthy of attention, and also as sites of socialization in which cultural values
and language practices are reproduced or transformed, have resulted in varied, cross-cultural discussions of childhood and
socialization in practice.

Childhood

Charting the field of childhood studies and authoritatively conveying its importance, Schwartzman 2001 is a pioneering work in the field.
Childhood is always a time of uncertainty, and Cole and Durham 2008 puts this point in global perspective. Malkki and Martin 2003, a
tribute to Sharon Stephens, presents a critical overview of childhood, globalization, and labor, while Scheper-Hughes and Sargent 1998
presents case studies on issues ranging from consumption to violence in different ethnographic contexts. From a linguistic
anthropological perspective, Goodwin 2006 builds on the author’s earlier work about children’s language use to systematically consider
girls’ verbal games on the playground. When undue burdens are placed on children, as Orellana 2009 shows in its study of child
translators, youth may experience a mix of tension and reward. Likewise, Gupta 2002 and Sharp 2002 also challenge the notion that
childhood is a uniformly positive and innocent experience, advocating for understandings that do not use Western childhood as an
ideal.

Cole, Jennifer, and Deborah Durham, eds. 2008. Figuring the future: Globalization and the temporalities of children and youth.
Santa Fe, NM: School for Advanced Research.

This edited volume emerged from a School of American Research seminar that convened a top-notch array of scholars. The strength of
the volume lies in the numerous youth-centered ethnographic perspectives on changes wrought by globalization.

Goodwin, Marjorie Harness. 2006. The hidden life of girls: Games of stance, status, and exclusion. Oxford and Malden, MA:
Blackwell.

Offers a rarely seen glimpse into the world of preadolescent girls and the ways in which they forge alliances, mediate social positioning,
and create boundaries.

Gupta, Akhil. 2002. Reliving childhood? The temporality of childhood and narratives of reincarnation. Ethnos 67.1: 33–55.

Reincarnation is considered with regard to childhood and how chosen children are thought to have adult thoughts, thereby challenging
Western notions of childhood and life trajectories.

Malkki, Liisa, and Emily Martin. 2003. Children and the gendered politics of globalization: In remembrance of Sharon
Stephens. American Ethnologist 30.2: 216–224.

Reviews the seminal work of Sharon Stephens and outlines her contributions to understanding childhood, capitalism, and modernity.
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Orellana, Marjorie Faulstich. 2009. Translating childhoods: Immigrant youth, language, and culture. New Brunswick, NJ:
Rutgers Univ. Press.

A multisited ethnography on child translators in Illinois and California, this study of Latino youth thoughtfully portrays various sides of the
debate about children as translators for their parents in their schools, the workplace, and in society.

Scheper-Hughes, Nancy, and Carolyn Sargent, eds. 1998. Small wars: The cultural politics of childhood. Berkeley: Univ. of
California Press.

Globalization and youth are considered in locations from Spanish Harlem to Brazil to Yugoslavia and link microlevel interactions with
broader structures. The essays consider consumption, policy, violence, and characterizations of children as victims versus their abilities
as social actors.

Schwartzman, Helen, ed. 2001. Children and anthropology: Perspectives for the 21st century. Westport, CT: Bergin and
Garvey.

A four-field collection of essays on children from a variety of societies and perspectives.

Sharp, Lesley A. 2002. The sacrificed generation: Youth, history, and the colonized mind in Madagascar. Berkeley: Univ. of
California Press.

Countering the notion of children as helpless victims, this ethnography foregrounds personal and collective memory to expand cross-
cultural understandings of youth as social actors.

Socialization

The “language socialization” paradigm transformed the ways in which anthropologists understand the acquisition of language. Duranti,
et al. 2012, written by pioneers in this field, explores this paradigm in such field sites as Samoa and New Guinea (also see Schieffelin
1990 on the latter). The authors trained and influenced generations of researchers who ultimately contributed to this volume. Kulick
1997 is one example of a language shift study that closely charts linguistic change through socialization and also considers how gender
plays a role in this process. Socialization is considered as part of bilingualism and social change in Zentella 1997. Cultural perspectives
on socialization, such as those presented in Rydstrom 2001, look to practices of embodiment and trace discourses of morality as forces
that transmit values generationally.

Duranti, Alessandro, Elinor Ochs, and Bambi B. Schieffelin, eds. 2012. The handbook of language socialization. Malden, MA:
Wiley-Blackwell.

An impressive and fairly comprehensive volume of major works, paradigm shifts, ethnographic contexts, and variation in argument
regarding language socialization. Draws from anthropology, education, and applied linguistics to consider classic approaches as well as
newer perspectives on literacy, media, and other topics across a range of social modalities.
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Kulick, Don. 1997. Language shift and cultural reproduction: Socialization, self, and syncretism in a Papua New Guinean
village. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge Univ. Press.

Expanding the language socialization paradigm to also consider youth language contact, shift, and cultural change, this ethnography
also offers a fine-grained analysis of the role of gender in social reproduction for youth in Papua New Guinea. Originally published in
1992.

Rydstrøm, Helle. 2001. “Like a white piece of paper”: Embodiment and the moral upbringing of Vietnamese children. Ethnos
66.3: 394–413.

Educational discourses influence rural Vietnamese boys’ and girls’ socialization in morality in ways that vary according to gender.

Schieffelin, Bambi B. 1990. The give and take of everyday life: Language socialization of Kaluli children. Cambridge, MA:
Cambridge Univ. Press.

This groundbreaking ethnography contributed to a paradigm change about how people teach children language. Schieffelin argues that
children are socialized as people as they learn to speak a language, and that they become positioned in dynamics of gender, power,
and kinship as they do so.

Zentella, Ana Celia. 1997. Growing up bilingual: Puerto Rican children in New York. Malden, MA: Blackwell.

An intergenerational study set on “el bloque” (the block)—a site of sociality, language use, and change—that considers young speakers’
identities while also contemplating the racialization and prejudice they face as Puerto Rican bilinguals.

Language Use and Identity

Youth identity has been illustrated through various means, and language use remains one of the most dynamic and varied. The seminal
study of Eckert 1989, which builds on Willis 1977 (cited under Subcultures), considers language as part of a range of identity-making
practices that also contribute to social category formation in high schools. Rymes 2001 also presents a high school–based study, but in
a very different time and context. The alternative high school environment offers a wholly different set of conditions and resources to
construct identity, especially along class and race lines. Hewitt 1986 is an earlier study of the role of talk in mediating interracial
relations in Britain, while Harris 2006 presents the more recent paradigm of “new ethnicities” that has supplanted earlier theorizations of
race. Bailey 2001 considers the bilingual practices of Dominican American youth in ways that also consider race, especially since
Dominican Spanish speakers may identify with different US racial categories of white, Hispanic, or black. Also analyzing language use
is Cameron 1998, which brings sociolinguistic perspectives to constructions of gender among young men in college fraternities.

Bailey, Benjamin. 2001. The language of multiple identities among Dominican Americans. Journal of Linguistic Anthropology
10.2: 190–223.

Illustrates the complex role that Spanish plays in mediating racialized identities for youth, especially when speakers may choose
different racial affiliations depending on context.
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Cameron, Deborah. 1998. Performing gender identity: Young men’s talk and the construction of heterosexual masculinity. In
Language and gender: A reader. Edited by Jennifer Coates, 270–284. Malden, MA, and Oxford: Blackwell.

An illustration of gendered talk that works well with undergraduates. Analysis is based on a conversation in a fraternity house and its
illustration of gender and sexuality.

Eckert, Penelope. 1989. Jocks and burnouts: Social categories and identity in high school. New York: Teachers College Press.

Pairing sociolinguistic methodologies with long-term ethnographic research, this book emerged as anthropology’s answer to Willis 1977
(cited under Subcultures). Situated in the political economy of postindustrial Detroit, youth in this study construct identities as well as
shape social reproduction through social categories and practices.

Harris, Roxy. 2006. New ethnicities and language use. New York: Palgrave Macmillan.

A fresh and innovative discussion of language use and its role in the “new ethnicities” paradigm that emerged in the United Kingdom
during the late 1990s and has been influential elsewhere.

Hewitt, Roger. 1986. White talk, black talk: Inter-racial friendship and communication amongst adolescents. Cambridge, UK:
Cambridge Univ. Press.

An early classic in youth talk and racialization that presents excellent transcripts and analyses to illustrate friendship and conflict among
British youth across racial lines.

Rymes, Betsy. 2001. Conversational borderlands: Language and identity in an alternative urban high school. New York:
Teachers College Press.

Indexicality, slang, and other linguistic forms are used in identity construction among youth in challenging circumstances.

Style

Perhaps the most seminal concept in youth culture studies, style has been viewed from a number of perspectives. Since the 1970s,
cultural studies work has considered style in the context of subcultures, while sociolinguistic studies of social variation have used a
different notion of style as a way to correlate linguistic variation to social meanings. Since 1990 there has been a merging of these two
lines of inquiry, in which style is considered from the materialist perspective of subcultural studies while also paying systematic attention
to language use.

Subcultures

The theorization of subcultures changed youth culture literature forever, and for the better. The classic work Resistance through Rituals
(Hall and Jefferson 1976) epitomized the Centre for Contemporary Cultural Studies’ (CCCS) way of capturing youth identities and
subjectivities while situating them in the political economy of Thatcherist Britain. Class is a central organizational component, as seen in
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Willis 1977, and within this framework, culture is constructed. The widely cited classic Subculture: The Meaning of Style (Hebdige 1979)
discusses style in innovative ways that have been picked up by generations of cultural and linguistic anthropologists. While still making
up a portion of current work on youth culture, such as Hodkinson 2007 and Gelder and Thornton 1997, the subculture framework has
been critiqued in important ways. For instance, its inattention to gender is a primary focus for McRobbie 2000, which shows the value of
bringing less visible but equally salient girl subcultures in this conversation.

Gelder, Ken, and Sarah Thornton, eds. 1997. The subcultures reader. London: Routledge.

A lively collection of essays that illustrate this concept from anthropology, cultural studies, and sociology in the United States and United
Kingdom.

Hall, Stuart, and Tony Jefferson, eds. 1976. Resistance through rituals: Youth subcultures in post-war Britain. London:
Hutchinson.

A groundbreaking collection that revolutionized ethnographic studies of youth. The close focus on everyday practice and
contextualization in the social order and class formation set the standard for decades to come. Published in association with the Centre
for Contemporary Cultural Studies, University of Birmingham.

Hebdige, Dick. 1979. Subculture: The meaning of style. London: Methuen.

Much like the subject it tackles, this strikingly original and innovative work uses semiotic theory to analyze the construction and
significance of style through material and other means.

Hodkinson, Paul. 2007. Youth cultures: Scenes, subcultures and tribes. New York: Routledge.

An overview of youth culture studies from the United States, United Kingdom, and Europe that covers a range of topics and contexts. It
considers questions of youth activism, policy, consumption, and music.

McRobbie, Angela. 2000. Feminism and youth culture. New York: Routledge.

A much needed rejoinder to the male-centered work of the Centre for Contemporary Cultural Studies (CCCS), McRobbie illustrates that
girl subcultures may be less visible and more constrained by societal expectations, but they are no less significant for understanding
youth culture.

Willis, Paul. 1977. Learning to labor: How working class kids get working class jobs. New York: Columbia Univ. Press.

This classic study of youth established several conventions, including the systematic analysis of emic youth social categories,
connections to class, and social reproduction. A benchmark for countless youth studies considering generational change and class
formation.

Linguistic Style and Slang
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Style, an outgrowth of 1970s sociolinguistics as well as the cultural studies insights from Subcultures, has emerged as a dynamic
approach to youth culture. Mendoza-Denton 2008 epitomizes this integrative approach, in which commodities and bodily adornment are
brought into conversation with phonemic variation. Bucholtz 2011 weds similar elements in understanding whiteness and identity for
high school youth. Shankar 2011 offers style as a rejoinder to notions in migration studies of assimilation and acculturation, and
explores how it complicates youth identities and processes of racial formation. Rampton 1995 presents the seminal concept of
“crossing,” which has allowed for more complex theorization of linguistic appropriation. It analyzes the ways in which using language
linked to other social groups, in this case, youth of other ethnicities, is a way that some youth forge interethnic ties (see also Hewitt
1986, cited under Language Use and Identity). Slang, in the form of lexical elements, registers of speech, and swearwords, are often
included in this literature as well. Miller 2004 shows the role of media in reporting on youth slang and the linguistic and identity changes
this type of attention brings. Moore 2005 shows how the slang term “ku” indexes an entire generational shift for Chinese millennials,
while Roth-Gordon 2007 examines the work of slang terms in creating racialized categories in a Brazilian subculture. Muehlmann 2008
emphasizes the multifaceted role that youth swearwords play in shaping struggles of authenticity and indigeneity.

Bucholtz, Mary. 2011. White kids: Language, race, and styles of youth identity. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge Univ. Press.

A sociolinguistic perspective on language use and social formations in high school, foregrounding the racial formation of whiteness.

Mendoza-Denton, Norma. 2008. Homegirls: Language and cultural practice among Latina youth gangs. Malden, MA: Blackwell.

Presents riveting data about Latina gangs in California, and couples these with rigorous lexical and phonemic analysis. Argues that
style enables the gangs to maintain alliances and boundaries, and to manage change at seminal moments.

Miller, Laura. 2004. Those naughty teenage girls: Japanese Kogals, slang, and media assessments. Journal of Linguistic
Anthropology 14.2: 225–247.

Connects the Japanese youth subculture of “gothic Lolita” with broader media-based discourses of morality to offer a multilayered
assessment of linguistic practice, media, and identity.

Moore, Robert L. 2005. Generation Ku: Individualism and China’s millennial youth. Ethnology 44.4: 357–376.

“Ku” is the Chinese equivalent of the American slang word “cool,” and the article considers how it has come to stand for an emblem of
change among China’s youth.

Muehlmann, Shaylih. 2008. “Spread your ass cheeks” and other things that should not be said in indigenous languages.
American Ethnologist 35.1: 34–48.

Youth use of swearwords in Cucapá has become embroiled in broader contests over indigenous authenticity and a means by which to
create awareness about a shared history in the town of El Mayor, Mexico.

Rampton, Ben. 1995. Crossing: Language and ethnicity among adolescents. New York: Longman.

Crossing refers to social situations in which speakers adopt linguistic styles of groups to which they may not belong. This paradigm
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draws thoughtful attention to how youth use language in innovative ways, as well as how analysts understand how social boundaries
may be crossed conversationally.

Roth-Gordon, Jennifer. 2007. Racing and erasing the playboy: Slang, transnational youth subculture, and racial discourse in
Brazil. Journal of Linguistic Anthropology 17.2: 246–265.

Looking explicitly at language use as a lens to understanding sexuality in a Brazilian subculture, this article is replete with examples of
how this occurs in everyday life.

Shankar, Shalini. 2011. Style and language use among youth of the new immigration: Formations of race, ethnicity, gender,
and class in everyday practice. Identities: Global Studies in Culture and Power 18.6: 646–671.

Contrasting migration studies approaches to immigrant youth with linguistic and cultural anthropological literature on style and variation,
the article uses ethnographic data to offer insights on racial and gender formation according to class and youth social categories.

Schooling and Education

There is a vast literature on schooling and education, spanning several decades of anthropological work. Spindler and Spindler 2000
provides a half-century overview of the work of the founders of this field and provide an excellent overview of theoretical and
methodological concerns; see also McDermott and Hall 2007 (cited under Theoretical Interventions). The works included here
emphasize the social processes linked to schooling and the impact of expectations of academic performance on youth, such as
Cammarota 2004, which takes up these questions with Latino and Latina youth. Fine and Ruglis 2009 also looks at racialization among
at-risk youth, and issues of access also come to the fore with immigrants in Jaffe-Walter and Lee 2011. Lee 2005 extends the author’s
earlier work about the model minority stereotype to more systematically examine racial formation. Gibson 1988 considers questions of
acculturation among Sikh American youth in a California high school, pre-multiculturalism (see Hall 2002, cited under Migration,
Immigration, and Transnationalism or Shankar 2008, cited under Class and Labor, for contemporary accounts of Sikh youth in
multiculturalism). Zine 2001 considers multiculturalism among Canadian Muslim youth.

Cammarota, Julio. 2004. The gendered and racialized pathways of Latina and Latino youth: Different struggles, different
resistances in the urban context. Anthropology & Education Quarterly 35.1: 53–74.

This school-based study offers contrasting perspectives about coping and performance strategies of Latino and Latina youth.

Fine, Michelle, and Jessica Ruglis. 2009. Circuits and consequences of dispossession: The racialized realignment of the
public sphere for U.S. youth. Transforming Anthropology 17.1: 20–33.

An interdisciplinary discussion of poverty, incarceration, and criminalization among immigrant youth of color that identifies discourses
that insidiously blame youth for their own shortcomings.

Gibson, Margaret. 1988. Accommodation without assimilation: Sikh immigrants in an American high school. Ithaca, NY:
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Cornell Univ. Press.

One of the first studies of second-generation youth in US schools, this ethnography extensively considers schooling, community, and
identity.

Jaffe-Walter, Reva, and Stacey J. Lee. 2011. “To trust in my root and to take that to go forward”: Supporting college access for
immigrant youth in the global city. Anthropology & Education Quarterly 42.3: 281–296.

Considers immigrant youth barriers to higher education, employment, and social mobility in various global cities. Contends that public
high schools can be inconsistent in training students in academic skills and cultural capital, and that this can contribute to racialization.

Lee, Stacey. 2005. Up against whiteness: Race, school, and immigrant youth. New York: Teachers College Press.

Lee builds on her earlier work that problematizes the notion of the “model minority” for students who fit this category and others who
must contend with it. This book more extensively takes on the topic of racialization for immigrant youth in white schooling environments.

Spindler, George D., and Louise S. Spindler. 2000. Fifty years of anthropology and education, 1950–2000: A Spindler
anthology. Mahwah, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum.

This anthology covers major paradigm shifts offered by the founders of this subfield, and discusses a sweeping range of issues over the
second half of the 20th century. Also includes an interview with the authors by education scholar Ray McDermott.

Zine, Jasmin. 2001. Muslim youth in Canadian schools: Education and the politics of religious identity. Anthropology &
Education Quarterly 32.4: 399–423.

Presents the perspectives of Muslim youth in Canada who maintain Islamic religious identities in the face of negative peer pressure and
societal conformity. Analyzes issues of minority youth broadly and documents Islamaphobia and racism in Canada.

Class and Labor

Class and labor are undercurrents in much of the work about youth, and these studies take on class formation explicitly and in different
cultural contexts. Hall 2006 draws attention to current issues for homeless and poor British youth, while Jeffrey 2010 looks at
unemployment issues in North India; both consider how young people grapple with a lack of opportunity but also try to maintain hope.
Smith-Hefner 2007 links the use of a language variety to the emergence of middle-class culture in Indonesia (see Liechty 2003, cited
under Modernity and Globalization, on the rise of middle-class culture in Nepal). Shankar 2008 analyzes how youth of different
immigration histories and class backgrounds orient toward schools and communities, and how their class position prepares them for
entry into different echelons of the high-tech industry.

Hall, Tom. 2006. Out of work and house and home: Contested youth in an English homeless hostel. Ethnos 71.2: 143–163.

Focuses on how teenagers coming of age in a difficult British social context manage challenges of unemployment and homelessness
and try to remain positive about their futures.
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Jeffrey, Craig. 2010. Timepass: Youth, class, and time among unemployed young men in India. American Ethnologist 37.3:
465–481.

Using the amusingly descriptive phrase “timepass” to signal the systematic challenges youth in North India face, this article
encapsulates key issues of labor and political economy in neoliberal India.

Shankar, Shalini. 2008. Desi land: Teen culture, class, and success in Silicon Valley. Durham, NC: Duke Univ. Press.

Set in the high-tech boom and subsequent decline, this study considers youth how of different class backgrounds and immigration
histories negotiate cultural and linguistic change, and how class mediates their engagements with commodities, media, and schooling.

Smith-Hefner, Nancy J. 2007. Youth language, gaul sociability, and the New Indonesian middle class. Journal of Linguistic
Anthropology 17.2: 184–203.

Identifies the informal linguistic register of bahasa gaul as a way to track new types of social relationships, dissolving notions of
hierarchy, and youth aspirations for social mobility.

Gender, Sex, and Sexuality

Providing fresh perspectives on gender formation that extend beyond coming-of-age narratives, these studies consider gender in the
context of issues of modernity, globalization, and public policy. Fong 2002 looks at how Chinese daughters enjoy a very different
experience than Chinese sons. Woolard 1995 examines how gender is an organizing principle in social group formation and language
use. Marzullo and Herdt 2011 shows how policies limiting rights of the LGBTQ population affect youth, even though they may be years
away from marriage and state benefits. Addressing sex directly, Newell 2009 shows how youth in Abidjan use the “bluff” or bluffing, to
do the opposite of what they say. Wood, et al. 2007 takes on the difficult subject of sexual coercion and rape in a youth-centered way
that accounts for political struggle.

Fong, Vanessa L. 2002. China’s one-child policy and the empowerment of urban daughters. American Anthropologist 104.4:
1098–1109.

Contrasts singleton (only child) daughters with sons and the different role that each play in supporting their parents and finding a place
in society.

Marzullo, Michelle A., and Gilbert Herdt. 2011. Marriage rights and LGBTQ youth: The present and future impact of sexuality
policy changes. Ethos 39.4: 526–552.

Considers the cultural impact of policies, court cases, and political processes on youth LGBTQ identities in the United States. Takes a
psychological approach to consider the positive counterpoints offered by ethnographic research on these youth.
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Newell, Sasha. 2009. Godrap girls, draou boys, and the sexual economy of the bluff in Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire. Ethnos 74.3:
379–402.

Identifies the role of bluffing in youth seduction and sexual transformation as a way to emphasize how youth perform modernity.

Wood, Kate, Helen Lambert, and Rachel Jewkes. 2007. “Showing roughness in a beautiful way”: Talk about love, coercion,
and rape in South African youth sexual culture. Medical Anthropology Quarterly 21.3: 277–300.

Brings together concerns of sexual violence, HIV/AIDS transmission, and sexual coercion in post-apartheid South Africa. Taking a
practice-based approach, the article contrasts different emic categories of forced sex with regard to exchange, entitlement, and
relationships.

Woolard, Kathryn. 1995. Gendered peer groups and the bilingual repertoire in Catalonia. In SALSA II: Proceedings of the
second annual Symposium about Language and Society. Edited by Pamela Silberman and Jonatha Loftin, 200–220. Austin:
Univ. of Texas.

Illustrates the ways in which youth organize themselves into social groups through gendered bilingual practices, and demonstrates how
they may not see languages as discretely as analysts.

Race and Racialization

These works illustrate that youth rarely identify with or slot neatly into existing racial categories; more often, they transform local racial
meanings as they reproduce them through their everyday cultural and linguistic practice. Ramos-Zayas 2011 shows how this occurs
through practices of embodiment in the United States, and Warikoo 2011 shows how it occurs through youth performance in Africa.
Focusing on language, Alim and Baugh 2007 considers African American English in the context of schooling, while Roberts, et al. 2008
looks at how curriculum about racial diversity may actually limit youth negotiation of the subject in their lives. The essays in Hererra and
Bayat 2010 illustrate the variety of experiences of Muslim youth and how this informs notions of identity and subjectivity. Perry 2002
critically investigates the formation of whiteness as a racial category in the American high school (see also Bucholtz 2011, cited under
Linguistic Style and Slang). Also looking at whiteness, Schneider 1997 examines how whiteness is formed through “otherizing”
immigrants, some of whom may themselves identify as white, such as Polish Americans.

Alim, H. Samy, and John Baugh. 2007. Talkin black talk: Language, education, and social change. New York: Teachers College
Press.

A critical examination of the tension between standard English and African American English in creating dynamics of youth exclusion as
empowerment in schools and beyond.

Hererra, Linda, and Asef Bayat. 2010. Being young and Muslim: New cultural politics in the Global South and North. New York:
Oxford Univ. Press.

This interdisciplinary edited collection features a range of articles about youth cultural practices of production, consumption, and identity
negotiation. Issues of education, citizenship, and multiculturalism are explored in a wide range of ethnographic contexts with different
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implications.

Perry, Pamela. 2002. Shades of white: White kids and racial identities in high school. Durham, NC: Duke Univ. Press.

An ethnographic study that illustrates how white racialization is formed through differentiation from youth of color in the American high
school.

Ramos-Zayas, Ana Y. 2011. Learning affect, embodying race: Youth, blackness, and neoliberal emotions in Latino Newark.
Transforming Anthropology 19.2: 86–104.

Demonstrates how Latino youth in Newark participate in emotional and bodily processes of racialization. Shows how performing
blackness can be transnational and varies according to scale.

Roberts, Rosemarie A., Lee A. Bell, and Brett Murphy. 2008. Flipping the script: Analyzing youth talk about race and racism.
Anthropology & Education Quarterly 39.3: 334–354.

Racialized jokes and name calling stand in tension with high school curriculum about race and racism, with the former providing an
outlet for youth of color to express critical views of racism in the school and society.

Schneider, Jo Anne. 1997. Dialectics of race and nationality: Contradictions and Philadelphia working-class youth.
Anthropology & Education Quarterly 28.4: 493–523.

Traces the formation and implications of working class white youth and adult notions of immigrants in Philadelphia.

Warikoo, Natasha Kumar. 2011. Balancing acts: Youth culture in the global city. Berkeley: Univ. of California Press.

Explores youth-centered Africanist perspectives on racial and ethnic formation through music, globalization, schooling, and other
domains of youth life.

Modernity and Globalization

Studies of youth culture in regard to globalization and modernity have added substantially to this conversation. Amit-Talai and Wulff
1995 was one of the first of collections of its kind and paved the way for subsequent edited volumes. Cole and Durham 2008 (cited
under Generation) and Maira and Soep 2005 offer perspectives from Africa, Asia, Latin America, and elsewhere to critically consider
the role of youth in negotiating modernity, participating in labor linked to globalization, and mediating rapid transformation between
themselves and older generations. Monographs such as Lukose 2009 and Liechty 2003 investigate in-depth the contradictions of
modernity in specific locales in South India and Nepal, respectively. Hansen 2008 brings together many of these issues in a
collaborative work that spans various African locations and youth predicaments.

Amit-Talai, Vered, and Helena Wulff, eds. 1995. Youth cultures: A cross-cultural perspective. London: Routledge.
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An early and widely cited collection of essays about youth cultures in various social contexts. Especially notable are the Liechty chapter
about youth in Kathmandu, and the conclusion by Wulff.

Hansen, Karen Tranberg. 2008. Youth and the city in the Global South. Bloomington: Indiana Univ. Press.

Cowritten with a team of contributors, this Africanist perspective on youth culture considers a number of issues relevant to those making
sense of globalization, labor, and generational change.

Liechty, Mark. 2003. Suitably modern: Making middle-class culture in a new consumer society. Princeton, NJ: Princeton Univ.
Press.

The staggering changes wrought by globalization play out in promising as well as disenchanting ways among youth in Kathmandu,
Nepal.

Lukose, Ritty A. 2009. Liberalization’s children. Durham, NC: Duke Univ. Press.

An ethnography of youth coming of age in an India marked by neoliberal globalization; considers a range of engaging issues and
challenges that youth face.

Maira, Sunaina, and Elisabeth Soep, eds. 2005. Youthscapes: The popular, the national, the global. Philadelphia: Univ. of
Pennsylvania Press.

The editors use Appadurai’s popular motif of “scapes” to map the terrain of youth studies. The book contains pieces from various global
locations and considers youth positionality from their viewpoint.

Migration, Immigration, and Transnationalism

Anthropology joined this conversation decades after sociology had already established the field, and it has taken some time for the field
to develop a voice in these debates. The long-term, in situ research of anthropologists has wonderfully complicated sociological models
of assimilation, offering perspectives simply not found elsewhere. Gibson 1988 (cited under Schooling and Education) straddles the line
between a focus on migration outcomes and an emphasis on youth identities, erring on the side of the latter. Likewise, the qualitative
sociological study Kibria 2003 considers the experiential realm of youth activity as a way of addressing questions of acculturation.
Shifting gears from this approach are exciting perspectives on youth and ethnicity from the United Kingdom, such as Hall 2002.
Anderson-Fye 2003 takes a psychological approach to illustrate the effects of transnational notions of gender. Aparicio 2006
foregrounds activism and youth social action, while DeJaeghere and McCleary 2010 develops the notion of civic identities to illustrate
agency and identity formation for Latino youth. Continuing the tradition of studying subcultures, Maira 2002 brings cultural studies
insights to understanding college nightclub culture in New York.

Anderson-Fye, Eileen P. 2003. Never leave yourself: Ethnopsychology as mediator of psychological globalization among
Belizan schoolgirls. Ethos 31.1: 59–94.
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Investigates how high school girls in Belize mediate transnational imagery of body image, gender, and material culture against the local
gendered ideal that they articulate as “never leave yourself.”

Aparicio, Ana. 2006. Dominican-Americans and the politics of empowerment. Gainesville: Univ. of Florida Press.

This text examines issues of racial formation and immigrant politics among Dominicans living in northern Manhattan. Central to the
history and ongoing narrative of Dominican American politics is the role of youth and youth activists.

DeJaeghere, Joan G., and Kate S. McCleary. 2010. The making of Mexican migrant youth civic identities: Transnational spaces
and imaginaries. Anthropology & Education Quarterly 41.3: 228–244.

Civic notions of “immigrant” conflict with alternative meanings Mexican youth wish to create for themselves to distance themselves from
fear and vulnerability.

Hall, Kathleen. 2002. Lives in translation: Sikh youth as British citizens. Philadelphia: Univ. of Pennsylvania Press.

An in-depth look at contemporary youth culture in the United Kingdom that complicates race, language, and immigration in the context
of policy and citizenship.

Kibria, Nazli. 2003. Becoming Asian American: Second-generation Chinese and Korean American identities. Baltimore: Johns
Hopkins Univ. Press.

This interview-based study provides a compelling alternative to ethnographic studies of youth, thereby bridging the often
insurmountable divide between thick anthropological description and statistical analysis.

Maira, Sunaina. 2002. Desis in the house: Indian American youth culture in New York City. Philadelphia: Temple Univ. Press.

Applies a subculture framework to look at second-generation Indian American college students in nightclubs and leisure activities.
Considers identity, sexuality, and performance with regard to diaspora.

Rights and Citizenship

Youth rights and citizenship, as they are articulated through youth activism and politics and tested in encounters with violence and the
law, have shown to be increasingly prominent aspects of globalization and modernity the world over. How youth are policed in different
ways, the ways in which they mobilize against injustice, and how they manage the challenges of incarceration all shape notions of what
it means to be a young person in particular societies. The following two subsections, Activism and Politics and Violence and the Law,
overlap and intersect, especially about the meaning of social justice, notions of youth accountability, and how youth voices should count
in adult spheres of governance.

Activism and Politics
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Youth activism and politics is one of the most dynamic areas of youth culture work, primarily because of the excitement and promise
many scholars capture and convey in their accounts. Noguera, et al. 2006 and Kennelly 2011 both present a critical overview of issues,
progress, and setbacks linked to youth activism in the context of governance and policy. Kwon 2008 considers the role of community
organizations in Asian American youth struggles for social justice. Khosravi 2008 looks at youth action for greater rights and
representation in Iran, while Abu El-Haj 2009 examines the potential of arts education for empowerment among Arab American youth.
Focusing on material culture and public space, Weszkalnys 2008 looks at youth involvement in the planning of public space, and Winn
2012 examines how youth participate in and relate to local sites of historical preservation.

Abu El-Haj, Thea Renda. 2009. Imagining postnationalism: Arts, citizenship education, and Arab American youth.
Anthropology & Education Quarterly 40.1: 1–19.

Examines the potential of arts education as a means for social change and connections beyond the nation-state for participating youth.

Kennelly, Jacqueline. 2011. Citizen youth: Culture, activism, and agency in a Neoliberal era. New York: Palgrave Macmillan.

This study offers a multisited perspective on youth working in activist organizations in major Canadian cities.

Khosravi, Shahram. 2008. Young and defiant in Teheran. Philadelphia: Univ. of Pennsylvania Press.

Chronicles struggles for identity and sovereignty among modern Iranian youth decades after the revolution.

Kwon, Soo Ah. 2008. Moving from complaints to action: Oppositional consciousness and collective action in a political
community. Anthropology & Education Quarterly 39.1: 59–76.

Youth activism among Asian and Pacific Islanders in the United States focuses on school reform and reveals an oppositional
consciousness rooted in social justice movements and community organizations.

Noguera, Pedro, Shawn Ginwright, and Julio Cammarota, eds. 2006. Beyond resistance! : Youth activism and community
change: New democratic possibilities for practice and policy for America’s youth. New York: Routledge.

Bridging policy and practice, this edited volume brings together a strong range of case studies and perspectives on youth activism, and
situates these in policy concerns.

Weszkalnys, Gisa. 2008. A robust square: Planning, youth work, and the making of public space in post-unification Berlin.
City & Society 20.2: 251–274.

Presents conflicting viewpoints on the notion of social space in Berlin, in which youth and city planners clash about how “the social”
should be exemplified through urban design in the neoliberal city.

Winn, Alisha R. 2012. The Remembering St. Petersburg Oral History Project: Youth empowerment and heritage preservation
through a community museum. Transforming Anthropology 20.1: 67–78.
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Oral narratives are used alongside other materials to illustrate the ways youth engage with memories of their elders and create
neighborhood-based identities. The article also considers the methodological challenges of involving youth in heritage preservation.

Violence and the Law

These gripping and often heartbreaking accounts put into sobering perspective the difficulties some youth face, and often triumph over,
in everyday life (see also Korbin 2003, cited under Theoretical Interventions). Hall, et al. 1978 was especially influential in offering early
insights into how broader societal events may have a direct impact on how youth are imagined as potential threats to the social order—
what the authors call “moral panics.” Rosen 2007 exposes the contradictions of humanitarian law that may not protect children as well
as intended. Africa has been a site of intense focus in understanding the effects of armed conflict, as the edited volume De Berry 2005
shows. Similarly, West 2000 illustrates the ways in which violence against girls is recast in the context of war. In the Western
Hemisphere, Riaño-Alcalá 2010 takes a gendered approach to how Columbian youth negotiate everyday violence, while Tilton 2010
and Venkatesh and Kassimir 2007 offer in-depth perspectives on youth criminality, incarceration, and rehabilitation in the United States.

Boyden, Jo, and Joanna De Berry, eds. 2005. Children and youth on the front line: Ethnography, armed conflict and
displacement. New York: Berghahn.

This edited collection centering on armed conflict in Africa includes ethnographic cases from various age groups, nations, and conflicts.

Hall, Stuart, Chas Critcher, Tony Jefferson, John N. Clarke, and Brian Roberts. 1978. Policing the crisis: Mugging, the state,
and law and order. New York: Holmes and Meier.

Examining the identification and handling of new waves of crimes that emerged in the early 1970s in Britain, this seminal work shifts
attention away from the crimes themselves to focus instead on why the British public panicked, and on the impact the response has had
on the criminalization of youth, especially racial minorities and poor youth.

Riaño-Alcalá, Pilar. 2010. Dwellers of memory: Youth and violence in Medellin, Colombia. New Brunswick, NJ: Transaction.

A youth-centered examination of gendered and generational coping strategies against daily violence and struggle.

Rosen, David M. 2007. Child soldiers, international humanitarian law, and the globalization of childhood. American
Anthropologist 109.2: 296–306.

Reviews global human rights policy and recommendations about child soldiers, and complicates a universal notion of childhood in favor
of a “politics of age.”

Tilton, Jennifer. 2010. Dangerous or endangered? Race and the politics of youth in urban America. New York: New York Univ.
Press.

The engaging vignettes and analysis in this work offer important counterpoints to media portrayals of youth delinquency, criminality, and
incarceration.
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Venkatesh, Sudhir Alladi, and Ronald Kassimir. 2007. Youth, globalization, and the law. Stanford, CA: Stanford Univ. Press.

Emphasizes the role of legality and law in various contexts to consider their impact on youth, especially the rise of zero tolerance, new
juvenile justice programs, and treatises on child rights. Organized by the Social Science Research Council Collaborative Research
Network on Youth and Globalization.

West, Harry G. 2000. Girls with guns: Narrating the experience of war of Frelimo’s female attachment. In Special Issue: Youth
and the Social Imagination in Africa, Part 2. Anthropological Quarterly 73.4: 180–194.

Examines local narratives that frame violence against girls and women during the Mozambican liberation struggle as empowerment
rather than victimization through the war. Analyzes the culturally specific conception of youth in the context of Africa’s armed conflicts.

Consumption

General anthropological discussions of consumption examine people’s engagements with commodities, media, and other mediated
cultural forms. Although marketers prize youth for their consumption potential, access has been shown to vary considerably. Moreover,
the introduction of new material and visual goods as well as digital technologies into societies for the first time has generally been met
with measured interaction and negotiation, rather than complete acceptance or rejection.

Commodities

Youth use commodities to judge one another and form their own identities in the social context of the high school, as Eckert 1989
shows. New forms of consumption are integrated into existing social relationships, as shown in Nisbett 2007, and also into informal
economies, which Scheld 2007 shows to contribute to youth innovation. Consumer culture as a category is investigated in Chin 2001,
especially how it may take hold for children far younger than expected.

Chin, Elizabeth. 2001. Purchasing power: Black kids and American consumer culture. Minneapolis: Univ. of Minnesota Press.

Centrally featuring ten-year-old African American children in this exploration of consumption, Chin examines the impact of negative
portrayals of African Americans in the media on their consumption practices.

Eckert, Penelope. 1989. Jocks and Burnouts: Social categories and identity in high school. New York: Teachers College Press.

Problematizes the notion of social categories and style in high schools through a systematic consideration of language use and
consumption.

Nisbett, Nicholas. 2007. Friendship, consumption, morality: Practising identity, negotiating hierarchy in middle-class
Bangalore. Journal of the Royal Anthropological Institute 13.4: 935–950.

Consumption is linked to middle-class identities of young men in Bangalore, India, as a means of understanding new forms of hierarchy,
circuits of labor and capital, and the emergence of egalitarian youth culture.
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Scheld, Suzanne. 2007. Youth cosmopolitanism: Clothing, the city and globalization in Dakar, Senegal. City & Society 19.2:
232–253.

Senegalese youth engage in informal economies to acquire coveted clothing and create cosmopolitan identities, such that they are also
embroiled in networks of sociality, reciprocity, and trust.

Music

Popular music has been a cornerstone of youth culture and identity for decades, and Bennett 2000 provides a broad but detailed
overview of this relationship. Recent work on music and youth has predominantly featured hip-hop as an art form that youth both
consume and produce. Alim, et al. 2009 shows how hip-hop is taken up by youth in different ways and contexts, to different social ends.
Ntarangwi 2009 looks at the role hip-hop plays in enabling youth to manage serious social ills. Studies of hip-hoppers, or youth who
“emcee” and produce this verbal art form, show how their activities contribute to the construction of various racial identities. In this vein,
Cutler 2003 looks at white youth and authenticity, while Sharma 2010 considers South Asian American hip-hoppers and notions of race.

Alim, H. Samy, Awad Ibrahim, and Alastair Pennycook, eds. 2009. Global linguistic flows: Hip hop cultures, youth identities,
and the politics of language. New York: Routledge.

A lively collection of essays that chronicle the centrality of hip-hop as a site of creativity, resistance, and unity in a variety of global
locations. The emphasis on language is especially noteworthy in several of the essays.

Bennett, Andy. 2000. Popular music and youth culture: music, identity, and place. New York: Palgrave Macmillan.

While the specific musical trends in this work are now somewhat dated, the linkages between music and youth culture are still worth
visiting in this cultural studies text.

Cutler, Cecelia. 2003. “Keepin’ It Real”: White hip-hoppers’ discourses of language, race, and authenticity. Journal of
Linguistic Anthropology 13.2: 211–233.

Notions of authenticity are linked to race in this ethnographic article about musical appropriation and its racialized consequences.
Works well with undergrads, who may relate to this phenomenon.

Ntarangwi, Mwenda. 2009. East African hip hop: Youth culture and globalization. Urbana: Univ. of Illinois Press.

Hip-hop and youth culture here meld with pressing East African concerns of globalization, sexuality, gendered identities, and HIV/AIDS.

Sharma, Nitasha Tamar. 2010. Hip hop desis: South Asian Americans, blackness, and a global race consciousness. Durham,
NC: Duke Univ. Press.

A look at how South Asian American youth engage with hip-hop to formulate racialized identities and contribute to a politicized music
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scene.

Visual and Digital Culture

This growing area of research has diversified significantly over the last few decades. Gillespie 1995 considers the role of television in
shaping young British Asian identities and mediating cultural change. Varzi 2006 chronicles the multifaceted role of visual media in
youth expression and identity construction. Buckingham 2008 and Jones and Schieffelin 2009 both look at the role of digital media in
youth communication.

Buckingham, David. 2008. Youth, identity, and digital media. Cambridge, MA: MIT Press.

What sets this collection apart from the others in the vast sea of cyber studies is the high quality of research that forms the basis of
many of the essays.

Gillespie, Marie. 1995. Television, ethnicity, and cultural change. London: Routledge.

One of the first studies of its kind to consider media reception in the context of migration, this study looks at British class and ethnicity
politics as well as youth cultural consumption and production.

Jones, Graham M., and Bambi B. Schieffelin. 2009. Enquoting voices, accomplishing talk: Uses of be + like in instant
messaging. Language and Communication 29.1: 77–113.

Extensive transcripts and fine-grained analysis of instant messaging (IM), an online form that many undergraduates consider
nostalgically as part of their teen years, makes this piece easy to relate to, as it remains analytically astute.

Varzi, Roxanne. 2006. Warring souls: Youth, media, and martyrdom in post-revolution Iran. Durham, NC: Duke Univ. Press.

Set in post-revolution Iran, this ethnography incorporates poetry, art, and verse in telling the stories of youth and their challenges in
mediating everyday lives and identity.
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